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Endorsements for Propping Up the Performative School

This book shines a much-needed light on the often overseen and undervalued, yet ever present ‘educational paraprofessional’. Using a policy focus and rich ethnographic data the author brings new theoretical and empirical insights into the analysis of the ‘educational paraprofessional’, while intricately highlighting the neglected but valid role that they occupy within the diversified and performance-driven English state school system. (Dr Lisa Russell, The University of Huddersfield).

This book provides a unique insight into the significant contribution that ‘paraprofessionals’ play in our children’s education. The research demonstrates how these often ‘hidden’ school staff support young people holistically in the important transition to adulthood by working inside and outside of their school setting. As such to fundamentally question our conceptualisation of learning and the present English schooling system. (Dr Doug Martin, Carnegie School of Education, Leeds Beckett University).

This study brings to life the day-to-day lived experience of contemporary education. By exploring the under-researched role of ‘paraprofessionals’ it also helps us to reflect on their crucial role in supporting young people through crucial life transitions. The combination of policy analysis, ethnography, and theorising makes the book both engaging and enlightening. Highly recommended to all those interested in the field. (Nick Frost, Emeritus Professor of Social Work, Leeds Beckett University).
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